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Join us at our  
Annual Celebration!
The Trees Forever Annual Celebration is 
Wednesday, September 14 at Celebration Farm 
near Iowa City. Celebrate with us as we honor the 

good work and good people who plant a better 
tomorrow every day. We hope to see you there! 

Register online at TreesForever.org/Events
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This might not be exactly what singer Mat Kearney said from the stage 
at Hinterland 2022 – I was grooving, not taking notes – but it’s true to 
his meaning. The tree Kearney referred to is a large oak that offers the 
only shade at the Avenue of the Saints Amphitheatre in Saint Charles, 
Iowa. Temperatures there reached a reported 106 degrees Fahrenheit 
during the Hinterland music festival in early August. My family spent 

four days and three nights at Hinterland and heat will be an abiding 
memory. Did we have fun? Yes. Would it have been more fun with temps 

in the 80s? You know the answer.

Amid one of the hottest summers on record, more is being said about heat 
islands, patches of concrete or bare earth that absorb and radiate heat. For 
the ill, the elderly and the very young, these places can be a danger leading 
even to death. More than 12,000 people die each year from excessive heat.

There is a solution, though. Trees. According to the Environmental 
Protection Agency, shade can reduce surface temperatures 20 to 45 
degrees during peak hours of heat, and also reduce energy consumption 
from air conditioning. Trees Forever’s long-term utility partners Alliant 
Energy, Black Hills Energy, Muscatine Power and Water and Waverly 
Utilities provide grants for tree planting for exactly this reason.

This Leaflet highlights our initiatives happening this summer that are 
helping to counter the effects of a hotter planet. Significant change, 
though, requires the participation of everyone. So, as Fall approaches, 
we ask all friends of Trees Forever to keep going, to keep planting in 
your yards and neighborhoods. In summers not too distant, you’ll be 
relaxing in the shade and sipping a cocktail, as cool as a rock star. 

Upcoming Events
September 14
Trees Forever  
Annual Celebration 
Celebration Farm 
Iowa City, Iowa

September 20, 27 and
October 4
Des Moines and Cedar Rapids
Metro TreeKeepers 
In-person classes  
Des Moines or Cedar Rapids

October 9
Cedar Rapids Tree Adoption 
Veterans Memorial Stadium  
Parking Lot

November 3
Iowa’s Living Roadways Celebration 
Gateway Hotel & Event Center 
Ames, Iowa

December 15
Our Woodland Legacy Symposium 
Hotel at Kirkwood 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa (or virtual)

No tree has ever been more 
appreciated for just being itself.

Kiley Miller
President & CEO, Trees Forever

For up-to-date information on all  
Trees Forever events, visit our online 
calendar at TreesForever.org/Events

Connect with us on social media!

All new way to apply!
Trees Forever is moving our grant 
funding application process 
online! This all-new paperless 
system will allow applicants 
to create accounts to manage 
their project, collaborate with 
other members of their group, 
get updates on their review 
status, and stay connected to 
Trees Forever staff – all at the 
convenience of their keyboard.

We continue to  
look for better ways  
to connect people  
to the environment  
through planting projects. Find 
funding opportunities online at 
TreesForever.org/Fund

November 1 Funding Application Deadlines
• Alliant Energy Community Tree program
• Black Hills Energy Power of Trees program
• GreenState Grow Green for Students

Summer Highlights
Carbon Credits
Trees Forever can help your community 
navigate the carbon crediting process! 
Trees Forever staff work alongside 
communities as a “project operator” for 
tree plantings and guide towns through the 
mapping, documentation, and carbon credit 
sales process. Learn how to get your community 
involved at TreesForever.org/CarbonCredits.

Granite City, Illinois is working with Trees Forever to convert trees 
planted through a Recover, Replant, Restore! grant into Carbon+ 
Credits. Local volunteers helped to convert an agriculture plot back 
to native habitat through strategic plantings that will now help the 
community generate additional income to fund future projects. 

Growing Futures
Trees Forever’s summer Growing Futures teams 
spent the season watering, mulching, and caring  
for trees throughout Cedar Rapids and Des Moines. 
Watering young trees during the hot and 
dry weather is necessary to ensure 
success during their first few years.

Growing Futures teen 
employees participate in 

professional development 
days to gain skills and 
learn about green career 
paths. They also have some 
fun cooling down during hot 
summer work days.

Tree-mendous Growth
Trees Forever and the Iowa DNR are 

partnering to offer Tree-mendous 
Growth, a community-focused educational 

series with the purpose of empowering 
and advocating for increased urban tree 
canopy. Educational courses are delivered 
throughout Iowa to improve community 
forestry management practices and promote 

awareness and action. Find upcoming dates at 
TreesForever.org/Events.

City foresters and officials attend a Tree-mendous Growth workshop 
July 20 in Pleasant Hill, Iowa, to learn benefits of gravel bed growing.

Tree-mendous Growth 
and our carbon work is 
supported by the U.S. 

Forest Service.



Have you planted a tree lately?

80 W 8th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

www. TreesForever.org

Caring for your new tree after planting will 
ensure it stays healthy and grows for years 
to come! Throughout its first few growing 
seasons, your newly planted tree is using 
most of its energy to establish roots in the 
soil. You can aid your tree in this process 
by watering it with 5 to 15 gallons of water 
each week depending on rainfall. This is 
especially important during the summer 
months, as hot temperatures and drought 
conditions can stress your tree.

As a general rule, you should water your 
young tree from ground thaw to ground 

freeze, removing any watering bags or 
buckets during the winter months. 
When watering, apply water directly 
over the root ball or root zone of 
the tree. As your tree grows, expand 
the area being watered. And don’t 
forget to mulch! Adding mulch 
to your newly planted tree is a 
great way to improve soil structure, 
conserve moisture, and insulate the 
soil from extreme temperatures.

Learn more about continued tree care at  
TreeForever.org/Blog

Trees for the Next Generation
By some estimations, there are 

approximately 3 trillion trees on our 
planet or about 422 trees for every 
person. We’re proud that more 
than 3 million of those trees have 
been planted in Iowa and Illinois 
over the past 33 years, thanks 
to your donations and personal 
shoveling.

We soberly know there are 
neighborhoods, playgrounds and 

streambanks that remain exposed to 
the sun. Every year, trees are downed 

by storms, replaced by concrete or die of 
old age. We must ensure there’s a next 
generation of trees for our next generation 
of children.

As we continue planting, we also must do 
our part to preserve and protect those trees 
already in the ground through stewardship, 
advocacy and partnerships. That’s why your 
support is so important. Thank you!

Make a gift at 
TreesForever.org/Support
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