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Commemorating the  
Derecho Anniversary
On August 10, communities across the path of last 
year’s derecho paused to mark the occasion with 
special events and ceremonies. Iowa alone lost 

4.4 million trees, with damage carrying on through 
Illinois and beyond. To learn more about the derecho 

anniversary and recovery, turn to the back page.
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As I close out my first month
as President & CEO of Trees 
Forever and prepare to enter 
my first fall planting season, all I 
can say is thank you. Thank you 
to Teri Gibson and the Board of 
Directors for the chance to be 
part of a dynamic organization. 
Working with this Board is like 
driving a sports car; the speed and 
responsiveness are thrilling. 

Of course, thank you to Founding 
President Shannon Ramsay. Her 
decades of vision and her adroit 
administration have resulted in 
countless plantings and protected 
untold tons of rich Iowa and 
Illinois soil. John Maxwell once 
said, “Leadership is the power 
of one harnessing the power of 
many.” Truly that encapsulates 
Shannon’s career.

Thank you to our personnel in the 
field and office. Their expertise 
and dedication make it possible 
for us to maintain more than a 
dozen vital programs, and to reach 
recent milestones of more than 
20,000 tree waterings through 
Growing Futures and surpassing 
1,000,000 trees planted in Illinois. 
Also – They’re fun to work with!

Most importantly, thank you to all 
our partners, both financial and 
professional. Your joyful giving of 
time and treasure has nourished 
Trees Forever’s growth since its 
founding. With your sustaining 
support we will reach further 
and deeper towards our effort of 
Planting a Better Tomorrow. 

Upcoming Events
September 8
Trees Forever  
Annual Celebration 
Celebration Farm 
Iowa City, Iowa

September 16, 28
October 5
Tree Care Workshops 
Various locations 
Cedar Rapids & Marion, Iowa

September 21
Tree Chat 
Live online webinar 

September 26
Memorial Tree Planting 
Whiterock Conservancy 
Coon Rapids, Iowa

September 30
Invasive Species Update  
Live online webinar

November 19
Iowa’s Living Roadways Celebration 
Gateway Hotel & Event Center 
Ames, Iowa

December 9
Our Woodland Legacy Symposium 
Hotel at Kirkwood 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa (or virtual)

For up-to-date information on all 
upcoming Trees Forever events, visit 
TreesForever.org/Events

Connect with us on social media!

New Leadership Taking Root
It is my honor to be the

incoming Chair of the Board of 
Directors with Trees Forever. 
I have huge boots to fill 
following outgoing Board 
Chair, Dave Blankenship. The 
great news is that Dave is still on 

the Board as past chair and we 
have a remarkable group of staff, 

board members and foundation 
leaders as well as supporters like you 
that make the work possible. For that, 
we thank you and are truly blessed!

As Shannon moves into her role of 
Founding President, we have made a 
great hire in Kiley Miller as our new 
President & CEO. Kiley has been able 
to begin his career at Trees Forever 
working side-by-side with Shannon. 
He has jumped in with both feet to 
help with plantings, tree adoptions, 
networking, fundraising and any 
other task we throw his way.  
We are excited to have him join  
us and it has been a pleasure to 
work with him!

While still recovering from 
the damage of last August’s 
derecho, and (hopefully) moving 
beyond the COVID challenge, 
our important work of planting 
and caring for trees and the 
environment is never over. 
We need your continued 
support whether through 
volunteering, planting and 
watering trees, helping us 
develop new partnerships 
or supporting us financially. 
Together we can make  
a difference! 

Kiley Miller
President & CEO, Trees Forever

Teri Gibson
Chair, Trees Forever Board of Directors

Branching Out in the Summer Sun
The summer heat may slow planting, but 

it doesn’t stop us from growing another 
important resource – you! Check out 
the way our environmentally-minded 
supporters have stayed involved  
this summer.

Funding 
Application 
Deadlines
The Green Initiative 
Ongoing
Iowa's Living Roadways  
Community Visioning 
September 15
Recover, Replant, Restore! 
September 24
Alliant Energy  
Branching Out 
November 1
Black Hills Energy  
Power of Trees 
November 1
Planting Hope 
November 1

For grant requirements and 
submission information, visit 
TreesForever.org/Fund

The Growing Futures  
teen employment program 
expanded this year to include 
summer sessions! Crews in  
Cedar Rapids and Des Moines watered 
and cared for our urban trees during 
the hottest months.

Participants in Stewards of 
the Beautiful Land explored 

prairie and conservation sites 
throughout Iowa while learning about caring 
for our native ecosystems.

TreeKeepers class members gained 
the vital skills and information 
needed to become effective 
environmental volunteers. 

Trees Forever board members and leadership staff 
met to create a strategic plan for the organization’s 
continued future success.



Investing in a Greener Community Future

80 W 8th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

www. TreesForever.org

Trees Forever joined community members in the 
hard-hit city of Cedar Rapids to commemorate the 
one-year anniversary of the derecho on August 10. 
Business leaders from the area announced their 
support for ReLeaf Cedar Rapids – a comprehensive 
planning effort led by Trees Forever to replant and 
grow the urban canopy lost to last year’s storm. 

The commitments of $550,000 from the Alliant Energy 
Foundation, $250,000 from Collins Aerospace and 
$100,000 from the Aegon Transamerica Foundation  
pushed the secured private investments in the plan to  
more than $1 million. With a private funding goal of  
$5 million and additional pledged public funds,  
ReLeaf Cedar Rapids will be poised to make a big  
impact on the area’s green future.

Planting Hope for our Children and Neighbors
In the year following the August 

2020 derecho, your outpouring 
of kindness led to 42 Planting 

Hope recovery projects across 
storm-stricken areas of Iowa 
and Illinois. Thank you!

Your generosity tells us how 
much you care about trees. It 
also shows how much you care 

about people you’ve never met 
and future generations who’ll 

enjoy the trees you plant today.  
Trees give life and hope. 

All of us have gained a deep and sober 
understanding of this: We and our trees 
are more vulnerable to storms, drought 
and disease than we ever imagined. 

That’s why your partnership is more 
important than ever. Tree planting 
must never take a rest. Together we will 
continue putting shovel to the ground 
and planting a better tomorrow.

Make a gift at 
TreesForever.org/Donate
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