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Nature is 
not a place 
to visit.  
It is home.
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empowering people,  
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In spite of the challenges of 2020, Trees Forever is moving forward 
with these priorities:

• Replant after the
devastating derecho of
August 10

• Identify the next
generation of leaders
on the staff and board

• Lead efforts to safely
mobilize volunteers
during the ongoing
pandemic

• Advocate and campaign
for a stronger, more
diverse canopy while
replanting

We are eternally grateful to you as a member, donor, volunteer and 
influential leader for your love and appreciation of trees. You are the 
branches of our tree carrying the very visible message that trees matter. 
You also are the roots carrying nutrients that supply every cell for growth.

Never, never would you take trees for granted. 

Yet many people have shared with us that they did indeed take their 
trees for granted. Trees lost after the derecho will be forever etched in 
our memory – some more than 200 years old, and many towering above 
homes and businesses. We miss them emotionally, spiritually and on a 
very practical level. Our beloved birds, squirrels and insects are missing 
homes. Our energy bills will be larger until we regrow our canopy.

The good news – we are blessed with the very best soil in the world, 
good rainfall (most years) and hardworking folks who don’t mind getting 
their hands dirty. We are blessed to have such generous hearts lending 
helping hands as we replant. Thank you!

Sincerely,

Prioritizing In Trying Times
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As the COVID-19 situation evolves, 
Trees Forever will continue to 
evaluate our offerings and provide 
updates at TreesForever.org/
Coronavirus.

Please reach out to us with any 
questions by phone or email.  
Thank you to everyone for your 
support and flexibility.

Upcoming Events
December 1
Prairie Through the Seasons Webinar 
12:00-1:00 p.m. 
TreesForever.org/
PrairieSeasonWebinar 

December 10
Our Woodland Legacy Symposium 
8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
TreesForever.org/Symposium

January 12
Creating a Backyard Buzz Webinar
12:00-1:00 p.m.
TreesForever.org/BackyardBuzz

For up-to-date information on all 
upcoming Trees Forever events,  
check our online events calendar  
at TreesForever.org/Events

Open Application
Working Watersheds: 
   Buffers and Beyond

For the full list of application deadlines 
and more details on grant requirements, 
visit TreesForever.org/Fund

Connect with us on social media!

Dave Blankenship and teens from Pathfinders  
assist in preparing fall watering buckets.

Dave Blankenship
Chair, Trees Forever Board of Directors
Executive Director, Pathfinder Outdoor  

Education Center

Teri Gibson
Development Committee Co-Chair
True North
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The 
August 10 

derecho left a 
path of destruction 

over 750 miles 
long.

Winds as 
high as 140 mph 

uprooted trees that 
were hundreds 

of years old.

A Moment in History

”“
Changing your plans 
in the context of the 
present situation is 
a strength and not a 
weakness.

Anish Vas

Delaying Plans…
I have been asked by community leaders to delay 
my retirement – well, I wasn’t really going to retire. 
I was planning to work part time on our campaign 

to raise dollars for much-needed programs and 
the Trees Forever Foundation. This request is a 

great honor, and one I gladly accept in the context of a 
horrendous natural disaster. We will keep you posted on plans for 
Trees Forever to hire an Executive Director. I will continue to serve as 
President through this transition as we Plant Hope!

Shannon Ramsay, Founding President & CEO of Trees Forever

These photos from the August 10, 2020 derecho are difficult, even 
painful, to view. In times of grief, it is important to witness and affirm 
what has been lost. Let these images serve as valuable historical 
documentation that also inspires us toward a greener future.

Tree loss is 
estimated at or 
above 65% in 
hard-hit areas.
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Helping communities recover after natural disasters is one of 
the privileges of our work. We never imagined Trees Forever 
would be at ground zero of a devastating land hurricane that 
tore across Iowa and Illinois on August 10.

In the hours and days following the storm, Trees Forever 
responded by developing a recovery plan to assist with tree 
replanting in all communities affected by the derecho.  
We named it Planting Hope. 

And in the days after the storm, you responded too. Almost 
immediately. You called to express grief and ask for help. You 
made online gifts. You mailed checks with letters telling about 
the trees you loved and lost. We heard from many heartbroken 
Iowa expatriates who felt helpless from a distance.

Thank you
The storm wasn’t picky. It felled trees along streets as well 
as back yards. From farm to city park, cemetery to school 
yard, the devastation was extensive. For that reason, the 
necessary recovery must also be strong.

Planting Hope will accomplish the following:
• Replant trees where they’ve been destroyed –

forests, parks, cemeteries, neighborhoods,
city streets, community spaces and farms.

• Water and maintain the new plantings to ensure
survival. We’ll need many volunteers and
Growing Futures teens to complete these tasks.

• Help and support individual homeowners and
businesses replant with healthy native trees.

• Partner with individual communities and
organizations to specifically address each
one’s unique needs.

This will take deep and sustainable investment from 
all of us. We have no choice but to replant. It takes 
generations to grow a full canopy. We must replace 
the trees today so our children and grandchildren 
will enjoy the shade and beauty. 

The time to start is now. Visit
TreesForever.org/PlantingHope

Planting Hope
Hope for Today, Trees for Tomorrow

In addition to hundreds of individuals, these groups 
responded immediately to sponsor the first publicly 

available tree adoption in hard-hit Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

”
“Our needs to raise funds for replanting 

are urgent. I stepped up to help with the 
Planting Hope campaign because of our 
great loss of trees. I call on other leaders 
and businesses to support replanting!

Mary Quass, President, NRG Media Group 
Co-Chair, Planting Hope Campaign
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Planting a Better Tomorrow
Growing Futures
Fall is a busy time for the  
Des Moines and Cedar Rapids 
Growing Futures teams! This 
youth employment program gives 
teenagers the opportunity to 
gain work experience in a fun and 
rewarding field while promoting 
environmentalism for the next 
generation. Following a particularly 
dry summer, and the devastation of 
the August derecho, the dedicated 
teams responded to the tragic loss 
by doubling their efforts in caring 
for and replanting our community 
trees. The Growing Futures teams 
will continue to be familiar sights 
across neighborhoods in the two 
Iowa metros as their work is now 
more important than ever!

A Growing Futures team member proudly displays 
a recently planted row of trees alongside a 

neighborhood street in Des Moines, Iowa.

Cedar Rapids Growing Futures members 
take part in a lesson on financial 
management. Team members participate 
in professional development in addition to 
planting and caring for trees. 

Trees Forever and Iowa DNR staff instructed 
volunteers on invasive plant identification 
and proper removal techniques.

Volunteers cleared truckloads of the 
invasive plant from the otherwise pristine 
prairie at Smith Wildlife Refuge.

While damaging to the local prairie 
ecosystem, the amur honeysuckle is 

a fresh and tasty treat for many of 
the animals at nearby zoos.

Preserving our Native Habitat
In early October, Trees Forever volunteers partnered 
with the Iowa DNR to remove invasive amur 
honeysuckle from Smith Wildlife Refuge in 
Pottawattamie County, Iowa. Amur honeysuckle 
can grow to a staggering size and will outcompete 
native plants which provide more benefits to the 
environment and local wildlife. The invasive 
plants were cut and removed from the 
restored prairie and adjacent woodland 
before being upcycled as supplemental feed 
for animals at nearby Henry Doorly Zoo in 
Omaha. This event was made possible thanks 
to a grant funded by the U.S. Forest Service.
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Planting a Better Tomorrow
Granting a Better Tomorrow
The Trees Forever Granting a Better Tomorrow program uses 
endowment earnings to fund tree plantings in under-resourced 
areas. Trees Forever is committed to building more equitable 
access to nature so everyone may enjoy the benefits of trees 
and the outdoors. On October 17, Trees Forever participated 
in a tree planting at Cedar River Academy in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
The planting was made possible with Granting a Better Tomorrow 
funding and included kindergartners from the school. The students 
planted six trees and were able to meet Cedar Rapids Mayor Brad Hart 
and other city representatives as part of an Arbor Day ceremony that had 
been delayed from spring due to the pandemic. Elementary students learned how 

to properly plant trees with the 
help of their teachers, city officials 
and Trees Forever staff.

The students planted six apple 
trees to replace those that were 
lost in a nearby orchard. The apple 
trees should begin to yield fruit for 
the students in two to three years. 

“The students will get to see the trees grow as 
they grow, and their care of the trees is going 
to have a healing impact. Nurturing the trees 
can also teach us to nurture ourselves.

Andrea Scott 
Cedar River Academy Principal

”
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Creating a Buzz

During a Creating a Buzz field day at Beaver Township 
Cemetery in Grundy County, Iowa, attendees learned 
about the importance of nectar and nesting habitat for 
prairie pollinators. Participants gained knowledge  
in plant identification and assisted with removal of 
invasive species.

Memorial Tree Plantings

Families assist with a memorial tree 
planting at Wanatee Park in Marion, 
Iowa. The annual memorial plantings 
took place this year in Marion and at 
White Rock Conservancy in Coon Rapids, 
Iowa. Participants socially distanced 
during the outdoor events while 
commemorating their lost loved ones.

Stewards of the Beautiful Land

Ron Jacks of R & R Tree Farm explains 
the layout of his Waverly, Iowa, farm 
to participants of a Stewards of the 
Beautiful Land walkabout event.  
Ron and his wife Rose grow chestnuts, 
paw paw, pecan, heartnuts, hickory  
and more.

Out in the Field

Assessing the Damage

Trees Forever staff examine damaged and down trees 
directly following the August derecho. In the immediate 
aftermath of the storm, Trees Forever arborists 
gave assistance and expertise to fellow non-profit 
organizations that experienced tree loss and damage.
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Tree Adoption

Volunteers assist with a tree adoption 
event held at Veterans Memorial Stadium 
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Over the course of 

two weekends, Trees Forever adopted out 
1,200 low-cost trees and shrubs to area 

residents to assist in canopy recovery. 

Partners in Action

Trees Forever, The USDA Forest Service 
and the Iowa DNR are partnering to 
hire two full-time positions to work 
towards tree recovery following the 
August derecho. Posing at the Trees 
Forever headquarters are (l to r) Emma 
Hanigan, Iowa DNR State Urban Forester; 
Jill Johnson, USDA Forest Service NE 
Region; Jeff Goerndt, Iowa State Forester 
and Gabbi Edwards, Iowa DNR Special 
Projects Coordinator.

Helping Hands

Boy Scout volunteers help to prepare 
hundreds of watering buckets for new 
trees being planted on residential 
properties across the Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, area.
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Responding to the 
Storm in Illinois
The August 10 derecho left a line of destruction for 
hundreds of miles across the Midwest, spawning 
an outbreak of tornadoes when it reached northern 
Illinois. The city of Ottawa fell right in the path of one 
of these tornadoes and received extensive damage to 
many of its established urban trees. The community 
reached out to the Illinois Urban Forest Strike Team 
(UFST), a volunteer group of arborists that includes 
Debbie Fluegel from Trees Forever. The UFST 
deployed to Ottawa on October 1 to conduct rapid 
tree assessments throughout the city. Urban trees are 
consistently under threat from storms, diseases and 
pests such as the emerald ash borer. The expertise 
of the UFST will allow Ottawa, Illinois, to best utilize 
their resources to preserve the remaining viable trees.

Participating 
landowners receive 
cost-share assistance 
and on-site advice 
from Trees Forever 
field staff to help 
ensure the success of 
their projects. 

The family farm has 
plans to continue to 
improve the land by 
adding pollinator 
habitat around the 
exterior of the fields 
and property.

Caring for Our Land and Water
The Illinois Buffer Partnership promotes conservation 
efforts by Illinois farmers and landowners to help 
reduce soil erosion, improve water quality, and provide 
wildlife and pollinator habitat. Little River Farmstead is a 
family-owned organic farm along the banks of the Little 

Mackinaw River. Ashli Turner, operator and owner of the 
farm, applied to the Illinois Buffer Partnership program in 

2019 with the goal of creating a buffer to improve the water 
quality in the Little Mackinaw River and protect her organic crops 

from overspray. The new buffer consists of a row of persimmon 
trees, interspersed with staghorn sumac, elderberry shrubs, and 
a row of fruit trees and blueberries. These new plantings help to 
highlight the already beautiful property.

Trees Forever Field Coordinator Debbie Fluegel (back, left), a 
certified arborist with Tree Risk Assessment Qualification, poses with 
members of the Illinois Urban Forest Strike Team. The team assessed 
75 public street trees in Ottawa, Illinois, along with all trees within 
Fox River Park. 

“With the extent of the damage and our 
limited resources, we’re very appreciative 
of the Strike Team coming together to 
help us determine which trees can be 
saved and which need to be removed.

Adam Clark 
City of Ottawa Code Enforcement Official”
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Congratulations to our 
newest participants in  
Iowa’s Living Roadways 
Community Visioning

2021 Participants
Alleman
Calamus
Conrad
Emmetsburg
Malvern

Princeton
Shenandoah
Tama
Toledo
Wheatland 

2020 Participants
Avoca
Elkader
Fairfax
Lost Nation
Madrid

Mingo
Mount Pleasant
Polk City
Reinbeck
Wellsburg

Community Visioning
275 communities
20,287 volunteers
101,386 volunteer hours

Trails Visioning
21 trails
1,053 volunteers
13,853 volunteer hours 

Projects
271 Iowa communities supported
523 planting projects awarded funds
14,139 volunteers 
92 of 99 Iowa counties reached
45,184 trees and shrubs
155,345 perennials
44,825 pounds grass and forb seed

From Vision to Reality
Iowa’s Living Roadways helps Iowa communities create positive 
improvements along roads, community trails and transportation corridors. 
This program is a partnership between Trees Forever, Iowa State University 
and the Iowa DOT. It works to assist small towns throughout the process of 
program implementation – from initial visioning to project actualization.

The city of Monona, Iowa, has successfully completed the Community 
Visioning process on two different occasions. Monona has a long history 
of involvement with environmental and land improvement projects. It has 
partnered with Trees Forever through the Stewards of the Beautiful Land 
and Trees Pollinator Habitat Conservation Grant programs to complete 
tree plantings and to care for the Monona Butterfly Gardens and Trails.

Over the past four years, Monona’s Community Visioning projects have 
assisted in the successful completion of a new trailhead, a downtown 
beautification project and a new kiosk at  
City Park. Most recently, the Monona 
Butterfly Trail has undergone an extension 
program to connect the downtown 
business district with the city parks.

Iowa’s Living Roadways 
Accomplishments  
Since 1996

Volunteers 
plant pollinator 
plugs along the 
Tallgrass Prairie. 

The Butterfly 
Gardens and Trail 

have been a central 
part of the city’s 
improvements.  

A set of concept 
plan boards were 

utilized to gain 
project funding  

and support. 



Trees provide many benefits to our communities and 
to the planet! In forests, farms and our front yards, trees 
can help us reduce energy consumption and offset  
our carbon footprint. Trees Forever partners with 
Alliant Energy through the Branching Out program 
and Black Hills Energy through the Power of Trees 
program to fund tree planting projects that help 
conserve energy in their service areas. 

Energy Conservation 
Through Tree Planting

Power of Trees
Volunteers in Ackley, Iowa, applied for a grant 
through the Black Hills Power of Trees program 
in 2019 to plant trees in neighborhoods 
throughout the city. The group enjoyed 
completing their planting project so much that 
they reapplied for the grant in 2020.  
In their second year, the 
Ackley volunteers nearly 
doubled their effort, 
planting 25 trees at  
15 different residences!

Branching Out
Trees Forever planted 25 trees with the help 
of students from the Ottumwa School District. 
The project was funded by the Alliant Energy 
Branching Out program and will help to 
reduce the cost of utilities across the school 
campuses. Students received lessons on tree 
planting and care and had the chance to get 
hands-on 
experience in 
an outdoor 
learning 
environment.

According to 
the U.S. Department 

of Energy, proper 
placement of just three 

trees can save an average 
household $100-$250

 in energy costs 
per year!
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Reaching Out for Federal Support 
You may be asked to call your 
congressional delegation to 
encourage FEMA to reimburse 
for tree loss from the derecho. 
When municipalities have tree 
inventories on public lands, 
there are cases where FEMA has 
approved reimbursement for 
trees once maps are submitted 
with pre- and post-disaster tree 
inventories. 

Trees Forever is adapting our advocacy efforts to fit 
within the constraints of the ongoing pandemic. 

Every year, partners, volunteers and staff from 
Trees Forever attend Capitol Days to promote 
our environmental work with lawmakers and 
legislators who can help us get more trees planted 

and forests managed. While we expect these 
in-person events will not take place in early 2021, you 

can be sure we will continue this work in other ways!

Look for a series of webinars and other online activities 
to help us all stay active and reach out to elected 
officials effectively. Stay up-to-date with our evolving 
efforts by following our website, social media and 
e-news. Trees Forever will prepare you to write notes,
send meaningful requests and get on the same page
with our broad coalition members.

Be a Voice for Trees and 
Forests in a Virtual World!

Reaching Out for State Support
Let’s ask our governors and state 
legislators to provide substantial 
funding for tree replacements in 
communities and on farms hit hard 
by the derecho. This is a special 
request that could be limited to five 
years. Our Departments of Natural 
Resources are ready and willing to 
manage a fund to replant trees. 

“After the flood of 2008, 
we were facing economic 
collapse and so many other 
challenges. The legislature 
responded with a serious 
funding package. After this 
derecho, it is going to take a 

massive effort to replant our communities and 
rural farms. It will take all hands on deck, both 
public and private sectors, to respond with a 
strategically robust package.”

Brent Oleson, Linn County Supervisor and 
Trees Forever Advisory Board Member

Volunteers gather 
to plant trees in 

Petersburg, Illinois. 
Together our voices 

have a larger 
impact on changing 

environmental policy!

Many events  
have been forced to  

move virtual in 2020.  
We must continue our 

advocacy efforts whether 
they are in-person  

or online!

Trees Forever  
staff meet with  

Governor Kim Reynolds 
of Iowa to sign a 

proclamation encouraging 
tree planting and 

maintenance.
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Dollars for Tree Replacement

Checklist for 2021 Advocacy
n Have you thanked your representatives for their service or congratulated themon their election?
n Does your elected official know you care about treesand forests?
n Have you asked for support in your local community, county,state or nationally?
n Have you talked to officialsabout your own propertyand damage?



Lynn Manternach 
Dr. Lynn Manternach is co-founder, 
president and brand arsonist at 
MindFire Communications. She is 
also the president of the Professional 
Advisory Board for the University of 

Iowa School of Journalism and Mass Communication. 
Lynn first discovered her love for branding nearly 
20 years ago while conducting brand research with 
consumers for Magid, an international research 
and consulting company. She has a background in 
journalism that includes serving as News Director at 
WOI-TV and News Program Producer at KCRG-TV.

Robin Sempf
Robin Sempf is the Director of 
Marketing and Creative Strategy at 
Alliant Energy where she has worked 
closely with Trees Forever to educate 
homeowners on planting with safety 

and energy efficiency in mind. She is responsible 
for managing the company’s brand and leads the 
marketing, creative, digital and social media efforts 
for the organization. In addition, she is the producer 
of the company’s educational PowerHouse  
television show.

Shirley Welte
Shirley Welte is Vice-President of Iowa 
Operations for Black Hills Energy. She 
has more than 25 years of experience 
in electric and natural gas utilities. 
An Illinois native, Shirley relocated 

back to Iowa in 2019 after five years with Black Hills 
Energy in Cheyenne, Wyoming. She has served on 
numerous non-profit boards including education, 
economic development and youth activities. Shirley 
currently resides in Johnston, Iowa, and is part owner 
in a family farm raising hardwoods, among other 
agricultural interests.

John Bright
Communications & 
Marketing Manager 
Marion, Iowa

Geoffrey Johnson
Cedar Rapids 
Program Coordinator 
Marion, Iowa

Molly Walkner
Field Coordinator
Marion, Iowa

Olivia Dove
Growing Futures 
Support 
Marion, Iowa

Gina Errico
Marketing & 
Communications 
Support 
Marion, Iowa

Andrew Lazara
Growing Futures 
Support 
Des Moines, Iowa

Movers and Shakers at Trees Forever
New Staff Members

New AmeriCorps Members 

New Board Members
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Farewell!
Jackie Wedeking spent five years with  
Trees Forever as Communications and Marketing 
Manager and editor of the Leaflet. We wish Jackie 
many heartwarming moments as she spends more 
time with her beautiful family!

Kevin Bennett was the Trees Forever Central and 
Southern Illinois Program Manager and worked to 
establish many key relationships in communities 
across the state. We look forward to continuing to 
work with Kevin as a volunteer and wish him good 
luck in his new business endeavors!

Kerri Sorrell helped to manage the day-to-day work 
of the Growing Futures program in Des Moines as 
Program Coordinator. Kerri is moving on to pursue 
her entrepreneurial spirit as co-owner of her own 
business! Good luck in everything you do!

August-November 12, 2020

Memorials
in memory of / by

Billy Alday 
Karen Alday 
Barbara Bonnet 
Melvin and Mary Fliehler 
Kenneth and Arlene Otto

Lloyd Aller 
John & Dana Ehrhart 
Jack & Nancy Evans 
Dr. Mark & Mrs. Mary Hogenson 
Ron & Susanna Olson 
Gary & Susie Streit 
Trees Forever 
Robert Vancura

Robert Bronner 
Sheila Brakhahn

Amy Buzalsky 
Leo Buzalsky

Vernon Cerveny 
Jo Ann Beer

Jean Church 
Nancy & Randy Lowenberg

Jo Ann Clark 
Laura & James Ponto

Evelyn De Cook 
Nola Vander Streek

Chris Crutchfield 
Trees Forever

Hazel Frederick 
Lorna & Tom Safley

Travis Hess 
Adam Wright

Devann Michelle Hildenbrand 
Margaret Birmingham

Dr. Phillip Hinz 
Jan Hintz

Dennis P. Hoy 
Margaret Hurst

Steve Jacobs 
Deb Krebill

Walter Johnson 
Kari Smith

Deanna Kerr 
Patty Webster

Dick Kissick 
Jerry & Sue Green

Donna Kuehnle 
Deb Roman 
Trees Forever

Martha Lundberg 
Sarah Bergstrom 
David & Kristie Davis 
William Hagan 
Marlyn & Ann Jorgensen 
Jane Koeckeritz 
Tom Lewis 
Martha Lundberg Estate 
Patrick Lyons 
Michael & Bonnie McGoon 
Marilyn Murphy 
Sally Schumacher 
Katie Straka

Robert McCormick 
Joan Coonley 
Lavonne McCormick

Peggy Meek 
Katie Salata-Hill

Marian Nielsen 
Julie Nielsen

Kathy Ose 
Trees Forever

John “Jack” Peet 
Judith Jackson

Larry Petty 
Tracy & Tom Feldmann

Barbara Eileen Pfeiffer 
Susan Camp

Margaret Pilcher 
Nancy & Randy Lowenberg

Thalia Sadewasser 
Robert Manders

Chuck Scheer 
Shannon Ramsay

Roger Schreder 
John & Carolyn Schmidt

Jack Shaffer 
Shannon Ramsay

Dorothy Shaw 
Margaret Birmingham

Ivy Sievers 
Trees Forever

Cathy Smith 
Trees Forever

Robert Stevenson 
Marcio Tokita

Helen Jean Thompson 
Patty Butterfield

Jim Vietti 
Melva Furst 
Gary & Elizabeth Myers

Joey De Vries 
Nola Vander Streek

Joyce Webster 
Robert & Jean Pyles

Garnett Westerberg 
Nancy & Randy Lowenberg

Marilyn Whitney 
Deb Krebill

Thomas Wilkinson 
Duane & Kay Nesetril

Tom Wilkinson 
Alice Wilkinson

Steve Yanda 
Kimm Harris

Brian Zimmerman 
Julie Zimmerman

Howard Eugene Zirkelbach 
Judith Jackson

Honoraria
in honor of / by

Mary Lou Bulmer &  
Helen Livengood 
Margaret Polson

Steve Hershner 
Trees Forever

Richard Jauron 
Trees Forever

Marilyn Langhurst 
Diane Olsen

Steve McKay 
Megan Wakeman

Mr & Mrs Chad Michael  
Montgomery 
Margaret Polson

Susan Oglanian 
Ann Oglanian

Shannon Ramsay 
Mary Freeman

Pat Schneider 
Kathy Eastman

Amy Truong 
Lisa Scott

Nathan Welsh 
Teresa Galluzzo

Endowment Gifts
Nancy and Dave Duncan

Chris Olson

Shannon Ramsay

U.S. Bank Foundation  
(matching gift)

We treasure the letters you send. 
Like news from friends and family, 
they’re read and appreciated by the 
Trees Forever staff.

Your love notes, decorated envelopes 
and words of thanks encourage us 
during these tough times.

You also express your sadness. 
Through memorial gifts, we learn of 
your personal loss of family and friends. 
We read their obituaries and pause to 
reflect. And though we may never have 
met your loved ones, we know them 
in some small way because you tell us 
they also loved trees.

Thank you for sharing who 
you are with your personal 
notes. All of this reminds 
us of something very 
important: People need 
trees and trees need 
people.

Help us continue to plant 
and care for trees by 
making a donation at  
TreesForever.org  
or by sending your 
donation and personal 
note to: 
Trees Forever 
80 W 8th Avenue 
Marion, IA 52403

You Inspire Us!
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80 W 8th Avenue  •  Marion, IA 52302

80 W 8th Avenue  •  Marion, IA 52302        TreesForever.org        (319) 373-0650  •  (800) 369-1269

Connect with us!

Join Us For  
Our Woodland Legacy Symposium

Why Trees Matter
Thursday, December 10, 2020
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Virtual Online Event 

After a difficult year with a viral pandemic 
and an unimaginable loss of trees, it is vital 
that we carefully consider how to move 
forward to plan healthy, safe communities 
with equitable access to nature.

This may be the most important 
symposium we have ever held! Join us 
virtually as our world-class speakers share 
their knowledge to help us understand 
why trees matter to our personal and 
community recovery.

Keynote speakers

Suzanne Bartlett Hackenmiller, M.D. is an  
OB-Gyn and Integrative Medicine physician who 
resides in Cedar Falls, Iowa, and the author of  
The Outdoor Adventurer’s Guide to Forest Bathing. 
She currently serves as medical director for the 

Association of Nature and Forest Therapy and as 
advisor for the organization, AllTrails.

Dr. Kim Ruffin is an educator and Associate 
Professor of English at Roosevelt University as 

well as author of Black on Earth: African-American 
Ecoliterary Traditions. A desire to open more doors 
for nature connection led her to become a trained 

Nature and Forest Therapy Guide. Through her 
company, Cardinal Encounters, she celebrates the  

                          joys of life on Earth.

Jeff Speck is a city planner and urban designer 
who advocates internationally for more walkable 
cities. Mr. Speck is the author of multiple world-
renown books on urban planning including 

Suburban Nation, Walkable City and Walkable City 
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