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Pollinators are vitally important to humans and wildlife.  
Bees, butterflies, moths, other insects and hummingbirds 
are “keystone” species - that is, many other plant and animal 
species depend upon them for their survival. 

As they visit each flower to find nectar or pollen, pollinators 
help ensure that plants and crops develop the fruit and seeds 
that we and many animals rely on and enjoy. Specifically, they:

- pollinate more than 85 percent of flowering plants
- contribute $217 billion to the global economy annually
- are responsible for every third bite of food we eat!

What You Can Do to Help Pollinators
Plant and maintain native trees, shrubs and prairie for food and shelter. Ensure 
year-round blooms, plant a mix of colors and group flowers by species. Talk to your 
neighbors about how having more habitat in the neighborhood helps pollinators 
have better access to food and nesting sites.

Please remember undisturbed, untilled soil and woody materials 
provide nesting habitat for ground and tunnel nesters. Leave this 
year’s plants and branches to provide winter shelter. Nesting habitat 
should be close to food source; foraging range is anywhere from 50 
feet to one half mile.

Pollinator Primer

Protect from disturbances such 
as excessive mowing, grazing 
and pesticide drift. Plant buffers 
to reduce chemical drift from 
adjacent fields (or lawns).  Be 
aware of proper timing and 
method of application.

Get Buzzy!



Trees and associated woodland plants provide the first 
food for pollinators in the spring. Trees are especially 
beneficial because the density of their blossoms help 
pollinators forage more efficiently. In fact, because of all 
the blossoms you find on a tree, you might think of them 
as meadows in the sky!

Doug Tallamy, a wildlife biologist from the University of 
Delaware, has conducted extensive research on trees and 
their ability to support species of moths and butterflies, 
many of which are important pollinators. As an extra 
bonus, the caterpillars of these moths and butterflies are 
also important food sources for songbirds feeding their 
young.

*Study by Dr. Doug Tallamy, University of Delaware.
See www.treesforever.org for more information on the
study and pollinators.

Genus - Type of Tree/Shrub* Dependent 
Species

Quercus– Oaks 532

Prunus- Cherry, Plum 456

Salix- Willow 455

Betula- Birch 411

Populus- Poplar, Cottonwood 367

Malus- Crabapple 308

Acer- Maple 297

Vaccinium- Blueberry, Cranberry 294

Alnus- Native Alder 255

Carya- Hickory 235

Ulmus- Elm 215

Pinus- Pines 201

Crataegus- Hawthorn 168

Rubus- Blackberry, Raspberry 163

Picea- Spruce 150

Fraxinus- Ash 149

Tilia- Linden 149

Pyrus- Pear (fruit tree) 138

Rosa- Rose 135

Corylus- Filbert 131

Trees: Meadows in the Sky

Trees Forever understands the interconnections of the 
natural world in creating a healthy future. We work with 
landowners and communities in Iowa and Illinois on 
projects that use native trees, shrubs, grasses and flowers 
to provide a wide range of ecosystem services. 

Each year, we recruit 20 pollinator habitat demonstration 
sites in Iowa and Illinois (10 in each state) to showcase 
proper site selection and preparation, appropriate 
plant species composition and ongoing maintenance 
requirements for the establishment of sustainable 
pollinator-friendly habitat.  

(319) 373-0650  •  (800) 369-1269 
www.treesforever.org

80  W 8th Avenue  •  Marion, IA 52302

Join Trees Forever on its mission to plant 
and care for trees and the environment by 
empowering people, building community 

and promoting stewardship.
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How Trees Forever Can Help

Food for Pollinators and Wildlife

Participants at 
a Trees Forever 
pollinator workshop 
hosted by  the 
Ballard Nature 
Center near 
Altamont, IL, learn 
how to identify 
prairie plants.


